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Korean women make pilgrimage of thanks
to Cleveland for gift of school

Korean women make pilgrimage of thanks to Cleveland for gift of school
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By Robert L. Smith, The Plain Dealer
John Kuntz, The Plain Dealer

(=2 Alittle more than 125 years ago, Baldwin, amember of the Ladies Aid Society
at her Methodist church in Ravenna, contributed $88 to start a school for girls in Korea. It
was a time when Korean women were kept veiled, unschooled and homebound.

With that donation, another local Methodist, Mary Scranton, founded Ewha Haktang —
Pear Blossom School — which grew into one of Asia's top schools for women. From
Ewha's graduating classes come female educators, scientists, business executives,
government leaders and world-class musicians.

As Ewha approached its 125th anniversary, local alumni — who number about two dozen
women — persuaded their alma mater to hold a celebration in the city of the founders; to
finally thank Cleveland for its little-known gift.

(52))- -+ The honors fall most squarely on the region's United Methodist Church, which
in the late 1800s sent missionaries to the far comers of the world to spread the faith. One of
those missionaries was Mary Scranton, a plucky New England widow who had moved to
Cleveland in about 1882.

With her son, William, a doctor, Scranton sailed to Korea in 1885, becoming its first female
missionary. She was 52.

While William Scranton opened medical clinics, Mary Scranton opened minds. Armed
with Baldwin's donation, Scranton in 1886 founded a girls' school in a nation that never had
one before.

(52))- - ‘Baldwin made her donation in 1883, a year after her husband died, after reading
missionary accounts of a reclusive nation where girls were not considered worth educating,
said Sarah Fast, a retired teacher and the vice president of the heritage foundation.

'She thought they should be able to go to school and to live like Christians,' Fast said.

Much more is know about Scranton, who lived out her life in Korea, where she is honored
with statues, commemorations and a leadership training center. On a visit to Ewha in 2009,
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton drew cheers when she described 'Madame Scranton'
as one of her role models.

Ewha alumni in Greater Cleveland, who represent a variety of skills and careers, talk
passionately of the power of seeds. Lucinda Baldwin's donation. Mary Scranton's devotion.

"That's what Ewha grew from. Those seeds. It all started here, said Judy Choi, a graduate of
Ewha Girls' High School and a founder of a Kumon Leaming Center in Broadview
Heights. That's why we're so excited about our 125th celebration. We are coming back to
where it all began."

Ewha graduates are expected to arrive from around the world for anniversary events that
climax Aug. 27 with a concert of classical and Korean music at the Cleveland Institute of
Music.

Reunion activities also include a worship service at the First United Methodist Church of
Ravenna, a lecture at the Cleveland Museum of Art, and a bus trip to a grave site and a
farmhouse in Streetsboro.

Lucinda Baldwin no doubt never knew the price of immortality. It was $88.

John Kuntz, The Plain
DealerLocal alumni
members of Ewha
Haktang, South Korea's
top school for women
(from left), Susan
Whang, Young Hec
Kim and Judy Choi,
listen during a planning
meeting in July at the
Korean Central
Presbyterian Church in
Brecksville.
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